
Postlude originated as an idea for a third movement of an old string
quartet; it [and Downtime) crystallized within an extended multitexted
verbal-sonic dialogue with fim Randall, which began with my orchestra
piece Un[-):1, ]im's ensemble piece a benfest: the trajectory of un: pros
and cons and my textpiece on the edge; his GAPT and my O for piano;
his When the birds come calling and my rainy day reflections (internal
philosophy and inside in, outside out).The full String Quartet No. 1 was
recorded by the Quartet DAFO of Krakow and was released on Open
Space CD 23. The other texts and pieces are published and recorded
on Open Space CDs and print publications [including The Open Space

Magazine).

Downtime originated as a commission from Ensemble Sirius, a duo of
Michael Fowle4, piano and Stuart Gerbeq, percussion. Stuart was unable
to participate because of his academic obligations, so I recast the piece
for solo piano with electronic percussion. As such it was performed in
December 2006by Piotr Grodecki at a festival of Polish and American
multimedia works at the Krakow Academy of Music co-produced by
Marek Choloniewski fPolish Society for Electroacoustic Music) and
Dorota Czerner (Open Space MusicJ. Ian Pace performed it at the Sonic
Arts Research Center ISARCJ at Queen's University, Belfast, and at City



-----___
University, London during 2012. Russell Craig Richardson createda video composition for iowntim *t i.t l..ompanied the SARCperformance (included on open Spr." OVJ f).

My lifelong relationship with Milton Babbitt began when I was agraduate student at Brandeis. frt". *fr., iwas studying with Miltonat Princeton I began a,series ofsettings oflohn Donne Holy Sonnetsfor woman's voice and p,ia\o. 
T\e 

u"i"ri'iett That composed tohis memory, doesn't really look ua.t to tt# earrier songs, but that itcarries the resonance of all those years between is unmistakable to me.Megan Berti sang the first p".ro.rnrr.. at tr," nrstman Schoor of Music;ZuzannaSczewczyk [now Kwon) joined t,". fo. the recording.

The texts in the cd bookret are by my ordest friend and ferow creativevoyager Elaine Barkin, whose music and writ.
many open Space audio and print ir;.;, ;;;'irf#:frfi11'#::,*,
Czerne4, whose writing and vocal p*.fo.*ur."s fincluding several ofour verbal-musical collaborations) a." prUtirf,ea in Opunip;;;;;",
lij,ffiiriii::pubrications. A book oir,". po"oy is forthcoming from

-Benjamin Boretz
March2014
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